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Elegy 

Last week your brother died, and today 
you're jumping off a tower ninety feet 

higher than before, bungee cords tied 
around your ankles. You said it felt 
safe. Peter died, your mother staring 
at what was left of his life. His lover 

slept in a chair. So many false alarms 
in the past four years, but the worst 
came early - dead at twenty-eight. 
In high school, his friends came over 
for sex in the room next to yours 
while we sat on a single bed listening 
to Queen: Oh we are the champions 
my friends, and we'll keep on fighting 
till the end. Music was our denial 
for what we had not lived while men 
came and went. Last week you came 
ten feet from hitting the ground - 

it happens all the time. His funeral 
was louder than an Irish wake, everyone 
blitzed. No one mentioned AIDS. As if 

shame, like a family friend invited 
not to speak, had nothing else to do 
but party. Had there been more rage 
at the flames that licked each cell 
of his body clean, the genitals reduced 
to cinders, all evidence of his life 

destroyed, I might have believed he died 
in honor - no need to write this elegy. 

(June, 1993) 

88 NEW ENGLAND REVIEW 

Middlebury College Publications
is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to

New England Review 1990-

www.jstor.org

®


	Article Contents
	p. 88

	Issue Table of Contents
	New England Review (1990-), Vol. 16, No. 3 (Summer, 1994), pp. 1-170
	Front Matter
	Weather [pp. 5-6]
	Squares [pp. 7-8]
	It's a Party (1959) [pp. 8-9]
	Dramatis Personae (1957) [p. 10-10]
	Democracy and the Demotic: Reflections on the 'lingua franca et jocundissima' in American Poetry [pp. 11-18]
	Two Secrets [pp. 19-35]
	Berryman at Thirty-Eight: An Aesthetic Biography [pp. 36-53]
	Robert Lowell's Day by Day: "Until the Wristwatch Is taken from the Wrist" [pp. 54-63]
	The Balanced Aquarium [pp. 64-67]
	Rembrandt and the Art of Mercy [p. 68-68]
	Leonardo Sketches an Old Man from Memory [pp. 69-70]
	Wolfe [pp. 71-86]
	Cardamom [p. 87-87]
	Elegy [p. 88-88]
	Husband Bread [p. 89-89]
	The Secret of Humility Is Excellence [p. 90-90]
	A Postcard to My Father [p. 91-91]
	Deadpan [pp. 91-92]
	Prosperity Doesn't Suit Everyone [p. 93-93]
	King of the Elephants [pp. 94-99]
	Three Awakenings in New England [pp. 100-101]
	Blood [pp. 102-104]
	Elements of Love [pp. 105-106]
	Esperance [pp. 107-114]
	Eve Naming Other Animals [pp. 115-116]
	Fringillirosadae [pp. 117-118]
	The Plastic Masterpiece [pp. 119-127]
	Love Handles [pp. 128-129]
	Poem for My Feet [pp. 129-130]
	Trouble [p. 131-131]
	Furious Cooking [pp. 132-133]
	Calm after a Little Madness [p. 134-134]
	No Scion of Daedalus [pp. 134-135]
	Wings [p. 136-136]
	Carib's Leap [pp. 137-140]
	Reclaiming the Word in the Age of the Gun [pp. 141-153]
	Reviews
	Review: Microcosmos & Macrocosmos [pp. 154-159]
	Review: New Myths and an Old God: Searching for the Voice of America in the Best American Poetry 1993 [pp. 160-163]
	Review: The Perfect Role of the Outsider: Brian Moore's No Other Life [pp. 164-167]

	Back Matter



